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Greetings from Brunei!Greetings from Brunei!Greetings from Brunei!Greetings from Brunei!

Not sure where Brunei is? Maybe you've heard of Borneo. It's an island that is home 
to three countries - Brunei, and portions of Malaysia and Indonesia. It sits on the 
South China sea. And people say there's nothing to do there.

But, as you would expect, I didn't believe that. There aren't "things" to do (amusement 
parks, etc.), but it's another country, and another worth seeing. It is a Sultanate, 
meaning that it is run by a sultan. How cool is that? I did less exploring than I wanted 
to, namely because we're currently in the "wet" of their two seasons - hot and wet. 
Though, I would argue, it seems that the seasons are currently combined.

Brunei is remarkably conservative and I was a bit worried about how a newly bright 
red-head would be received. Not only would I be walking around as a female, without 
a head scarf, but with brightly dyed hair. Of course my worries were misplaced - 
yes, I stood out like a sore thumb on a unicorn, but everyone who saw my hair lit up, 
smiled and wanted to see it.

The country is conservative, yes. But what's delightful about it is that they are 
conservative by choice. They aren't regulated into it. The women who wear head 
scarves choose to do so. The women who don't enjoy the same freedom of choice, and 
aren't looked at any differently for it.
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11/17/15 In terms of wildlife, Brunei was one of the most abundant 
places I've visited. So many unique birds. I did see a croc. 
Aaahhhh!! It was actually funny timing because I was on a boat 
tour to see the proboscis monkeys (native to Borneo and super 
cute) and I was laughing at myself (in my head) for thinking that 
every log we passed was a crocodile. I was thinking how silly that 
was. That Timor Leste and the program I saw with a man getting 
attacked by a crocodile really did a number on me. I looked at a log and 
laughed and though, "see, that's a log." And the guide pointed at it, to 
make sure I saw the crocodile. 

I do not have a future in "Log or Crocodile?"I do not have a future in "Log or Crocodile?"I do not have a future in "Log or Crocodile?"I do not have a future in "Log or Crocodile?"

I explored by water, seeing not only wildlife, but the largest water village in 
the world. Where there is still a significant population living on the water, 
though their lives are much more modern than their fishing-village-
subsistence-living ancestors. You can also see some of the sights from the 
water - namely the Sultan's palace and the main mosque in the city. Which is 
stunning.

... (read the rest on www.howdareshe.org). 

Cheers!        Cheers!        Cheers!        Cheers!        Lovingly, Jess


