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Lagoon at Funafuti Island | Funafuti Atoll, Tuvalu



Talofa from Tuvalu! Talofa from Tuvalu! Talofa from Tuvalu! Talofa from Tuvalu! 
This week's postcard comes from Funafuti, the capital of the small island nation of 
Tuvalu. Tuvalu is a tiny nation of 9 atolls (though "Tuvalu" actually means cluster of 8 
- one of the atolls was uninhabited when naming decisions were made) in the South 
Pacific. 

It should also be included that this week is Father's Day, so the happiest of Father's 
Days to all the papas, especially mine, whom I thank for always stoking my 
adventurous spirit, and, at this point in my trip I'm especially thankful for it, my olive 
skin. Lots of love!

In 2011, it was ranked the 3rd least visited country in the world by the UN. And I can 
see why. Not only is it quite remote, making it hard to get to (two flights come in per 
week and it took us 3 days on the water from Fiji to arrive), but it's tiny, and spread 
really thin (11 sq miles of land  over 1/2 a million sq miles of ocean). The airstrip 
takes up what looks like a third of the square footage on the main Funafuti island, 
running down the middle, serving as a nice walking path when those two flights aren't 
arriving.

A quick walk around the island by myself confirmed how few visitors they receive - 
you can see the reaction from people seeing me - white girls don't just pop up often. To 
make me stand out more, I was walking, rather than rocking a sweet scooter. Everyone 
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on this island rides a scooter. It's 
pretty sweet. When they ride by in a 
group, they look like a little scooter mafia. 
Outside the government building looks like 
an adorable Hell's Angel knock-off rally.

Tuvalu is in trouble.

Because of its size, it is expected to be the first nation lost from rising 
sea levels. Congress might be arguing about whether or not climate change is 
real, but to Tuvalu, it is not only real, but a clock counting down. It is expected that 
the islands will be fully lost before the end of the century. Surprisingly, the small 
nation has attracted two other groups of workers - fisherman and Chinese shop 
owners. Because Funafuti offers free anchorage in the protected lagoon, it is a 
prime spot for fishing "observers" to park. Because of the aide workers and the 
fishing vessels, there is a small, but steady stream of people at the lodge, mainly 
hanging around for beer, food, and miserable WiFi. The big news at the lodge is 
that the government wants to privatize it, hoping to attract a buyer interested in 
paying more attention to it than they are. So if you're interested in a business 
opportunity that will likely only be viable for a few decades - here's your chance!

Tofa!         Tofa!         Tofa!         Tofa!         Lovingly, Jess
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